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1 . Claims 3 and 4 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Giving weight to 
the preambular language of the claim and as is known in the art of footwear, upper and liners 
have distinct structure and function and thus taking this into consideration there was no prior 
art found that teaches or suggests a footwear upper that additionally functions as a liner and 
is comprises thermally point bonded nylon fibers in the form of a nonwoven which is coated 
via dip coagulation with polyurethane. 

3. Baldwin et al (USPN 5134017) appears to be the closest prior art, but fails to suggest 
the duality, i.e. the use of the composite as both an upper and a liner. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the 
issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ms. Arti Singh whose telephone number is 571-272-1483. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-7pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terrel Morris can be reached on 571-272-1478. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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